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| To the Reader 5 : | 
piſſed in that Honoured Aﬀetnbly to whom it was PN de- 
g 4, is Recom- 
mendation ſuſficient. The acceptance alſo which this Sermon 
when deſivered found with all good men, though of different 
perſrraſions, is an evidence, that the Preacher was under a ſpe-. 
— — and influence from the i 85 of Chriftthe wil 
dome of God. It was the Advice of one of the Ancients, 
that in Reading Books, we ſnould regard wor ſciemiam fed ſaps- 
rem: if we reſpect either of theſe, the following Diſcourſe 
commends it felf to the Reader; for that a judicious and ſa- 
voy Y Spirit doth brearhi in it and through it, no nnderftanding 
Chriſtian can deny. © 
Now the good Lord, who was with FehoſSephat, becauſe he 
walked in the fr#wayes of David his father, grant that we may 
be kept faithful to rhe fr ſt Principles of wew-England, and that 
not onely as to our Cherch-ftare, in reſpet whereof, we are en- 


gaged to profeſs and prackiſe he Conpregational-way of Church. 


Government, as inſtituted by Chrift, and held forth in the Scri- 
ptures of Truth, but alſo as to our Civit-fate, which hath bren 
of Rightcoulnels and Savifiry, the Laws: 
| hriſt being efpecially regarded therein, that ſo 
Holineſs #16 the Tori, ay be upon Us in ff reſpects, Then 
may we expect the continuance bothof our Oil and: Sacred 
liberties. That it may be fo, is the earneſt prayer. ot him, 


* 


who hath great reaſon to eſteem himſelf, 


en, N. L. . 4. oY 7 og 


Increaſe eNLather. 


N 


„ a I" RR 
ME; e e . A mw 
1 8 1 


AN . 
Exbortation unto Reformation. 
| REY. 2.3, 
Remember therefore from whence thay art fallen, aud repent, and 
4s ibe fyſt works 7 
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A » 1. A Ao. | 


os Who at ſundry timer, and in divers manners pale in timen. 
pai tothe fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſt laſt dayes po- 
| tex unto m-by his Son, This Book,” wherein we finde our 
Her, ir; bach, this peculiar unto it, that it bears the Sryle 
and Inſeription of this g Prophre;ptheLord Jeſs Chriſt himſelf, Chop. 
41. T be Revelation 1 feſws Chrift,: And ingeed it bears a very lively 
impreflion of his nagt (as it were) in the Freutiſpiece of it, drawn out 
14 the Life by a twofold deſcription of him, in his Prrſon, Offer and 
work, Cap. 1. ver. 5, 6, 7,8. & ver. 13, 14. 15,16 as alſo through- 
out the whole Book, reſpecting both the Matter of it, and the Manner 
of delivery, iri the Myſtery and Majeſty of ir. It hath alſo this peculiar 
Eminency and Excelleney, that it cqntains 2 Syfeme; or the Sum of all 
Goſpel Propheſie. It is 8 Prophetieal Revelation of all Myſteries of 
Divine Diſpenſation, in the whole Series and Succeſſion of it, in every 
[4 — — and in 2 on — — w_ —.— A 
eſpecting both the Propagation of: his Kingdome, and the deſtructio 
of, — untill all the whole Myſtery of God be finiſhed, nd i 
Time ſhall be no longer, (at leaft) until the laſt and utmoſt Prophetical 
Period. It is che laſt great and genera} Prophefee, which doth compleat 


the Caen of Holy Writ, intimated Chap. 2 2. 18. Therefore bi:fſid i; he 


that readetb, and they that hear the words of this Propbeſis, & c. Chap.1.3. 
obs, the brioved and boſame Diſciple, and laſt Apoſtle, is the Minifter-of 
this Revelation, Chap. 1. ver. 1. therefore the Dedication of it is from 
ohn, unto the Sven Churches in Aſia, Chap. 1. v. 4. obs te be Seven 
Churches in Afia. This general or indefinite Dedication, makes way for 
the particular Inſcription of an Epiltle unto the ſeveral Angels of choſe 
,Charches, in the 24and 34 Chapters. Our Text lyes in the fir ſt of theſe 
10 * 7 B 2 Epililes, 


2 An Exbentation 


Epiſtles; inſcribed; Uuto the Angel of t Charch of - Epheſus, Chap. 2. 7. 
Fſhall-not detain you with any diſcourſe concerning the Scituation of 
the City, or Typical Relation of the Church of Epheſus; nor Ray upon 
an Artificial Reſolution of the Context, by an Analytical Expoſition of 
the Epiſtle ; which are vulgar wich Expoſitors. The way to eur Text is 
eaſie and open: it lyes in chat part of the Epiſtle which is Xarrative. 
The wor ds (as to Mode of expreſſion) they are Menitory, and withall 
highly Tmnpteative or Commanding. The duty commanded, it is to [a- 
bour (according to direction given) unto a full and throngh Reſtitution 
from that Declenſion and Defection in Religion, which that Chur ch was 
fallen into. In order hereunto, three things are proppfed in the wor ds, 
as parts of the work and duty commanded to be done. 

1. An awakening ſight and ſenſe of their declenſion and defection; (in 
theſe words) Reowember from u hence thou art faden. Theword Remember 
kere, it impoxts an àwakening, canvineing Remembrance: it is often 
uſed in Scripture to expreſs à confcience. and conviction of "fin, E el. 
16. 61,63. — fem whence thou art fallen, orrelapſed, ſlidden, back- 
Ridden; plainly ſignifying, Bachſliding and A poſtac pu. 
2. A penitentiul C bufeſſion ef, aud hamiliai ii under the u their da- 
clinſion and dt fell ian; in bis word; Nepenti It ſiguiſies Repentance in 
the proper act of it, which is 4 ſad and ſolems recognition of, and reſe- 
ct ion upon our paſt evil actions, with Confeſſion und Humiliatian. 

3. Acformatien; in theſe words, Do the ft warte e which fg niſie 
Reformation in the proper act of it, poſitive, practicaf Refor mation; 
—— Remember from whince thou art fallen, nepent; ud do the firft works. 
Jt is as if our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould have ſaid! unto this Angeſ and 

hur ch of Epbeſiu, Although thou haſt been commendable (and L have 
commended thee) for thy ſia ong and ſtedfaſt perſeverance, bj the great 
Jabeur of thy Faith and Patience, in the fincers, pure; and powerful Pro 
feſſion of the Goſpel, reſpecting both Doctrine and Worthip, with ex- 
araordinary Zeal againſt Hereſie and Apoſtacy, Hereticks and Apoſtates, 
and that alſo wich extraordinary Courage and under many 
or Temptations, and much and great Tribulation : and although thou 
alt been extraordinarily beautified and bleſſed with my Preſence, inthe 


exerciſe of my Kingly and Prophetical Office, though thou haſt been 
Eminent, yea Excellent among the Chur ches; and although thou doſt 
yet hold up thy P:ofcflion in the external Form of it, and doſt ther e- 
for e ſtill deſerve ſome Commendation: Yet know, O Epheſim, that 
thou art fallen; 3 balt left thy firſt love, thou haſt loſt thy firſt life, 


thou haſt deſerce 


* 


thy fir ſt works; thou art not what thou haſt been, 
. _— 


unto Reformation. "i 


thou art fallen into ſtate, frame, and way of backſliding and Apoſtacy. 
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and labour to reco- 
ver thy ſelf ſpeedily from thy declenſion and defection, and to retrive 
thy priſtine, and primitive-Profeſſion and . practiſe of Religion, unto its 
for mer inter nal and ſpir itual Life and Power, from which it is chiefly 
that thou art fallen, or elſe I will withdraw, my gracious Preſence from 
thee, and come unto thee quickly iu my wrath, and deyelt thee of all thy 
Priviledges; Chur ch- Order, Ordinanees and Adminiſtrations, of the 
- Dignity and Beauty, yea of the very Being of a Church, by the Amo- 
ture of the (Candleſtick : Remember from hence thou art fallen, &c. 
The words thus plainly opening themſelves unto us, afford.us this Do- 
dtrine. R 3T 107 40. 251 nr. SOT £20 ain YOUNG 
Doc. That it i; the preſent, avd moſt important Duty, and Concerument 
| of -auy Collapſiug or Backs ſliding Church or Churches, to labour (un- 
Aer an Amalening, Cumunc ing fight aud ſenſe (or under an A wakin- 
ing Con viſtion) of their: Declenſron and Defection] unto, a full and 
- +: through Reſt itutiom from itz by Repentance and Reformation. 
The Text it felf is ſa good 3 Dectrise, it dath ſeem needleſs to invert 
the termsof ita It is enough to ſay, That it is the work and duty of 
any Church or Chutshes, Which are in the like declining and decaying 
ſtateʒ which this Church of Epbeſus was in, to Remember from whence 
they are fallen, to repent, and to do their firſt wor ks. It is che preſent, 
Inſtant; and moſt important duty, it is indeed all the work andi du 
- which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth commend and propound unto, and 
-preſs upon this Church in this whole Epiltle, and fo unto and upon all 
other Churches in the like ſtate : and he doth propoſe it plainly and ful. y 


in all che parts of it, that they might have a full and diſtinct under ſtand- 


ing of it, and direction unt it; that they might be through and effe- 
Cual in the pur ſuance and performance of it. He pr opoſeth it alſo as a 
moſt important duty and conoernment, as that upon which depended 


their very Being and Standing as u Candleſtick amongſt the Candleſlicks, 


as a Church among the Chur ches. He propoſeth it as a work and duty 


which they had yet great advantage and encouragement to labour in, 


under the powerful exerciſe of his Kingly and prophetical Office; and 
therefore he repreſents himſelf unto this declining Church (for the ir 
encouragement) as walking amiaft the golden C analeſtichy, and boldiug 


the Starsg# his right hand; that is, in his full and whole Sufficiency to 


uphold his Chur ch, in its Conſtitution, and in the pure and powerful 
Adminiſtration both of Doctrine and Wor fnhip; and y a powerful and 


effectual diſpenſation of his Spirit and Grace, to reſtore and recover 
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4 An Ex bertation 


them from their preſem declenſion and defeclion. He alſo propoſeth ie 
as a work and duty requiring preſent, inſtant diſpatch, which muſt be 


quickly done: and he preſſeth ir, upon penalty of Unchurching Judge- 


ments, add ſo upon peril of groſs, open, total, and final Apoſtacy, im- 


phed in the removal of the Candleſtick, and finally. moving of them 
hereunto, by a great and moſt gracious Fromiſe of perſeverance in caſe 
of obedience, ver.7. To him that overcometh, I will give to ear of the tree 


of life, which is in the midft of the Paradiſe of God, Thus you ſee bow 
full both che Text and the Context are of this Doctrine. And this is 


alſo the great work and duty, which God did propound and preſs by all 


his Prophets, upon the Church of old, in their declining and wecayivg 
fate, which for many Ages together they were in. It was Gods gr eat 
work by the Miniſtry of choſe great Prophets, whoſe bropbeſies ate re- 
corded in Scripture; to convince them of their Back: Hiding: and Apo- 
ftacy, and to perſwade them to return by Repentance and Reformation. 
The general word of the Lord by theſe Prophets, it was Tura, O hack. 
fliding children, Return, O back ſliding Hrati.— Repont, and ture ye j Fore 
ye, turn ye, for Why will ye die? &. Fer. 3. 12, 14, 22. & 4.1. & 18.11, 
Exh 14,6: & 33. 11. H, 12.6. & 14.1. It was the great work of 
thoſe Prophets, to bring back this people umo God: 2 Cres. 249. 
Tet he ſem Prophets to them, to brirg them again tou Lord. It wasche 


general cry of all the Prophets, Ze. 1. 3,4. Turn yenow unto me, fab 
The'Loyd, &c. Br not as your fathers, unde hem the former Prophecs cried, 
Turn ye nom Obſerve, Repentance and Reformarion it was the gene- 


ral cry of the Prophets to that backſliding people: whence it doth ap- 
pear, that it was their great and main work and duty, to Repent and Re- 


form. I might farther d emonſtrate, argue, and prove this Doctrine from 
the fuitableneſs of this ee unto a bak. fli ling people, (it is 


tbe proper work of ſach a people; ) as alſo from. ahe neceſſity of in. 
and from the good and benefit of it, and from all Topieb of Reaſons 
and Arguments: but it being of undeniable, and therefore of unque- 
ſtionable verity, I ſhall take leave (for brevity t ſake) to preter mit what 


might. or ought to be ſpoken for the more full Proof and Explication 


thereof, and proceed unto Application. 

Wherein, I ſhall apply my 2 8 
ple of New-Eneland, fo far (atleaſt) as they may be ſpoken unto in 
one Genera! Aſſembly, and 1 ſhall addreſs my ſelf unto You, as in the 
Name, ſo in the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by this threefold Ex- 


hortation. (1.) Remember from whence thou art fallen. (2.) Repent. 
(3.) Do the firſt works, Theſe Epiſtles, and ſo theſe Exhortations, 


were 


if unto the Churches, and unto the Peo- 
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| unto Reſer mation. C: 

were directed to the Churcbes: Chriſt requires and calls for the Atten- 
tion of the Chur ches, ver. 7. He chat hath an ear to hear, let bim hear 


bar che Spirit ſaith to the Churchrs, Tam emboldened therefore to pro- 


poſe and preſs this general Exhortation, unto and upon the Ckurches, 
becauſe the Text, the Doctrine, the Occafion and the Opportunity do, 
lead me unto it; and becauſe I have alſo thought, that God doth call me 


unto it, in the Improvement of ſuch a Text, upon ſuch an Occaſion, in - 


ſuch an Aſſembly. | | : 

* Exhort. I. Remember from whence thou art fates, Let this be an 
Awakening Wateh- word from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto theſe ſlum- 
bering Churches in this 7 8 wherein the gene- 
rafiry boch of Chriſtians and ches, are diſpoſing, yea compoſing of 
themſelves to ſleep, by indalging themſelves unto carnal reſt and cafe, 
ſhurting their eyes againſt all awakening diſcoveries, and ſtopping their 
ears againſt all awakening voices; yea, although it de the voice of their 
Beloved; as the Spouſe, Cant. 3. 2, 3. 7 72 but” my heart waketh, it 
the veice of my Beloved that knecketh I have put iff my coat, bow ſtall 


IT put .it on? I have waſhed my feer, byw ſhall I defile them ? Surely an 


Awakening Watch-word is then moſt neceſſary and ſeaſonable; and ne- 
ver more, then in ſteepy and fleeping Times, when Zadicial Security 
ſeẽmeth to be both one of the greateſt Sins and Plagues of the Times; 


E when God in juſt Jadgement is poxring ont of «ſpirit of deep ſleep, and 


cloſing the eyes of men, as 1/4.29. 10. and giving « ſpirit of ſlumber, 
Tor Hr. l No doubt but this Church of Epheſus was deeply ſecure, 
under her deep declenſion : Spiritual declenfion doth incline both Chri- 
ſtians and Churches unto Security ; whitſt-che wiſe Virgins lamps want- 
ed trimming, and the fooliſh Virgins lamps were gone out, the a 
ubived and flepr, Mat.25:5; as Chriſtjans or Churches decline, fo hey 

ow ſecare, and fall afleep. The Church of old, both rat and Pu- 
ab, were moſt prodigioufly ſecure in the depth of their Apoſtacy : the 
Prophets did 10 pheſte Peace, and the people did — 5: themfelves 
eace, uatill rhey had conſummated both their Apoſtacy and Miſery, fer. 


4.10, & 6. 14. & 8.11. Ferk13,:0,16. Truly thus it is (too thuch) 


wick us, the more finfuf we grow, the more ſecure; the geverality 15 
the Generation growing more and more ſenſleſs, fupine, Rupid, ſortiſh 


Wit their ſecurity; Hence, although we hear all kinde of Awakening 


Voices, and fee many Awakening Sights, though the voice of God doth - 
Cry by his Word, as Zech. 1.4. yea genen oth Roar by his Works, 
Amos-3.8. yet we are not awake ted: T ogh there be a grievous and 
general Complaint and Cry of the gr eat & Crying ſins of the Times, yea - 

0 13.4 although 


6, An Exhortation ; 
although our fins do teſtiſie againſt us, unto our very faces, er. 147% 
Heſ. 5. 5. though our on wickedneſs doth correct us, and our backs, 
ſlidings reprove us, that we are forced to fee and acknowledge, that... 
it « an cvil thing and bitter, that we have forſaken the Lord our Cod, and 
that ha fear is net in m, Jer. 2. 19. though we begin to labour and to 
linguiſh under the ſad and lamentable effects and conſequences of our 
ſins; and are ſenſible, that our tranſgreſſions and iniquitits are upon us, 
and that we pine away, and are likely to periſ in them, Exek 33. 10. yea, 
although we our ſelves, in our molt ſolemn Addreſſes unto Heaven, do 
complain and cry out unto God of our ſins, iniquicies, Backflidings and 
Apoſtacies, and. ver bally and for mally expreſs deep Conviction, yer we 
are not awakened nor convinced, but ſenſſ fs and ſecure ſlill: our pab- 
lick Solemnities per formed (by many) but as Solemn For malities, do 
lull them to ſleep in the deeper Security, . 58.3. Truly, the more 
means of Conviction, the more a ſecure people are ſometimes har dened 
againſt Conviction. Sceurity, ic is a gt eat higdetange, boch unto Repen- 
tance and Reformation, therefore Chriſt doth propoſe this as the fir ſt 
part of the work, Remember from whence than art fallen. So to the 
Church of Laodicea, Rev. 3. 18. Anoire thine eyes with (e ſalve, that thew 
mapeſt ſee (that is) See and be ſenlible of thy defection. God hath | 
made it the work of divers of his faichful Ser vants, whom he hath of 
lite ſent and ſer to ſpeak upon this Oceaſion in this general Aſſ-mbly, 
to Awaken, and to Couvince, to Plead with us in a way of Conviction, 
to Cn aloud, not to fpare, to lift their voices like a Trampet, to fhew Ne w- 
England their tranſgreſſions, aud this preple their fon, Ila. 38. 2. and 
ſurely untill we are thus awakened and convinced, there will be ao. hope 
of Reformation. Ir 5 24 N Moo} a7 bop Gn 
-] Ee bert. II. . Repent. So remember from whence thon art fallen, as. 
to Repent. It muſt be a Penitential Remembrance, ſuch a remembrance as 
doth both move, and lead to Repentance. Exc, 16.61. Then Halt tb 
remember thy Wayes, and be aſb ame: ver, 63, I hat thou mayeft remember, 
and be confounded, aud never open thy wouth any more, becaule of thy. Raume: 
ſo Fx. 9. & 20 43. When and where there i ſuch an N 
convmcing Remembrance, there will 8 Surely, God ex+ 
pecto, and calls for a deep, thorough, general Repentance ; Repentance 
in all the parts of ir, the full exerciſe of it, the whole work of it, unto; 
oll che fruits, eſſects, and ends of it, expreſſed in Confeſſion, Contri- 
tion, Humiliation ,. Supplication, from a right Spirit of Repentance. 
God calls for hearc-breaking, deart-rending Repentance, fol 2, 12. 
Rend your hearts, and nit your. garments, God expects to hear News, 
| 2 England 


DS 


——— — * = cr res — — — of 
on is laid in Repenrance, the work of Neſdamatiou is Hough 
0 | Coon rar eras x Chtideyeatheburthen 
Arge work. HO Nin th 
5 
a8 ted 
ue, 1 preſcor, — noe 

| N Angdrihe:rarher Liſhall —— iry 1 
— bein Ri 

ee e beate 
Sub erg Moth df Reformation: 
gien hath been the — NVen-Eagland, and ches e fare Rev 
; Rotefllon of, EE Dhis-wark l, Refor» 


prebucfer =o 4 —— — 
* 2 tofheir omi hear , . DN. 


20.20. 


— Enos Wl, YENC ˙— OAT BA DH AGRA PEEL? >” PAINS 9-22 IG « — — 
— . . — TER > a Sn v0 er — ——— —— A,» — apc — — ——. - = - — * — — — — 
— — — — —x— — ñẽ — — — — — — — — = — — —— 
— — — — — — * — — — — 
— — — = 2 — — SES — — 2 > —— = - — 8 — — — 
— _ 9 OT > mr lg 
* 


wy" 


Axt 
Deu. 3 20% i bi. Frans ; Toi fol” What ther poll 
will be: add 1 ze —. 0 do with- them in a way'of grace 


and mercy, [will leave them to them ſelves, ro«finifh their Apoſtuey, 605 
ment. 


fill up the meaſure of their iniquity, I will ſee what miſera ble, N 
able end they will bring themſelves unto: and truly, if fo, iben wo un- 
tons, weſhall ſoon deſtroy our-felves.” But yet; God is in 4 
ing tbat be may be gourions, —— — and eher eföre; that which 10 
for; tn after the matiner of mth?) 2 
ator rmation, as 7.17. 95 
? Theſe'© 


reMons, ik 8. 
5 EN Fiir: 252 3 
nm tame — — | ace? & 
wew bis: . | 
i 


Nor. 267 == — Their bes 


| guy, Hol 4.8; Truly? C 
Eng and enceedin > wittt che fins of 
9 pro - a Spirit of 
1 0f Live TLiderthiſan (5:0 8 8 
criſia and ZpirituahIdolatry in the-W of Ne 


riced unto, and with the fins ef the Times, thoſe ſins ure: even roote 


| «nd grounded i in ho Spieit of the Generation, a8 Fer. 77.1. ;. 72 


ue | Reformation: 
14646 af heir heart, :'fo that tire & no hope 


Ml fodeb=> ies fravengennhs at 6 
e of Reſors we make ns new heart, and a new! ſpiritt And 
ka, truly ibis is the reaſon that we do no reform that we cannot refdr m, 
me” though we do'promiſe and vow Reformation unto God. Dear, 5. 29. 
m. bis people have well ſaid, O that thirt were ſuch an bears in them. (ꝗ. d.) 
is 92 _ which this people want is an heart: Truly, fo the great 
| thing which Ne- Af doth want, it is ue Heart, and à new Spi- 
＋ rit. Herethen wowaltibegic; ant order heteunte, % 217: 1-5 
| . ll fucere Chriſtians muſt begin this work of Heartreformition, 
le: i by labetiring bo. ricover your: Fendi 006 of hen Spiri Decleufoiny, i 
I frece, and m hs life and peer of godlineſi. This Spiritua Declenſion, ie 
iy is in the þrf, and-moſt ſridt and proper ſenſe, —— w of our f, 
| leve, reproved in'che Content, and: therefore reftiruts ers Spi- 


taal Declenfonp it is in the f mos fein and prep bb, Doing? 
. | de, fir #' works, commended in tho Texr: aud therefore tincere Chet 
re are firſt, and moſt properly .concer«cd in this duty of f . 
E A works... neralty and deeply Chriſtians-arethus declined,” 


h cheir Who — ſadly reſtific, It is theigrear and general 
complaint of all ſenfible:Chriſtians/ Ocheir Ae, wad derten 
hence little of ith life and bRivicy of grace hyrally (high '10"evidenee- 
the ſinterit df it, xlea ly an. ne by cke de thetoſelves' or 
others ; Letle of che life of Obedience, eicher in duties of RHD en 
Righrcouſne(s," mucfi Caraality, For mality, Hypootifieia the Mor hig 
of God, both in publick, private, and in ſeer et, in allxheir Converfo an 
Gomminnion boah with God and Saints, their Sogls lamguiſtintz ander 
2 Spiritual Conſumption, 81d choſe things which remain, evenuiii v dir, 
Rig. . It is erus fiſt of Chriſtiaus chen vf Our ches (in this ſenſe) 
That there is a utiverfal deadneſs upon the hearts of QGurches, hence 
. 
mera un med then ever, 5 | ives y corrupted 
———ů—ů dine piſtiens falle inco-aivery dan 
gerous:way-of) Commumon: with; u for unto: the wicked? 
World: and alt this appearing upon tom of thoſe; Whoſefflrſt tife, love, 
fincericy, purity. and eminency in graceand godlineſs, wasforgttithesa ' 
Beauty unto theſe-Chutches, -O hewwronr geld breomr dim f anon? fine 
geld changedy \Laniapre. Hol, avon oe heco Aufi, and ur wine 
mixtdibbowanrt Hal r. 23. How une ien Manier changed d 
Sailer di S? Howare the fares, th Conmentince; the Con. 

top of many: Chriſtions:cbangg] 2+ OCH What aN, 
ay Nhat ſhall udo what will become of us yea, what will be 
75 C 2 come 


ber bees HEALS. x 4% on nd ns oo Sag + #0 32 Wile on. MT I 


— 


6 nets e 


6% 70 

en cometh. and — — ver y har d to trim e 
2 in —.— enter in with 5 0 => It i peur Spivitadl! 
eglenſiom t of the degeneracy of di Noble Vine Jer 
7 — Tas goth make ww for? 


—.— 20 
— — 
— "ond 


de al, 
d 
ies * nee 63 with oder br g Ait no) lun 07's 
pork of Heat-refermtion, 'or inn eee, 2550 
au, end Regtateration. This is 2 and p 
— Fi Make your newi inort, 9 
—_ ao Exzchayert. Tarn f ye for: pill gs: 
I. is a Call co che noceilartadn: arhen(Goddothrefiors his 
pai: andi renemt his — 
t be goth rmiſe .andeRually. pour outabundance df:codverts/ 
198 graces: and ſo revive and benewthe work of Conver ſiom So Fe,, 
3626. A. nen beart wil I give get and anew fririt will I n wi 
aus- Lill take the f op bear t out vf. gout, He, andy Srwill Eau we! 
tei Mel ill au uh it hih jene · litt me be 
IL, erst cheſe Churches berhrevighly recovered, ippilkbs, is mpit doby 
ſoch a diſpenſation of converting grace; unte ian uncnnver ted „ 
Lian. * is Uaregeneracy, — 2 and total eee 
ay. 


unto Neſarmutins. 11. 
warrtb Eier rned; intd the degenet 
| 2 eee ——— yy ring — my 


ch will prove inevitably ruining unte 
——— —— the Lord have mercy upon us. O our uabelief, 
and diſobedience unto the Goſpel,: our rejection of Chriſt and his King- 
_ It is «moſt ſad and: [amentable gy, that theſe Chur ches, and 


wy) are falling! into an irrepat ier ecoverable decay, That 
wy — oy of tthe gewer ation Ting opera Minifery of ” 
he Word ö —.— — in itbeir Unregenrracy 


PB | © Under the presa of Spiriri ul ee To 

| power rit cy and (as we. be 
ne aner fur): wy dreadful Algenladee divine Juſtice, by Spiri- 
41 tual Pls Judgements, being juſtly given up by God,;unto. a; 
fe Scans an and way ei un under al Airy, 
* bes · lr! far, 2 2. Kl be. comutntee, a8 yo ered 
4 Oit bs ul word, Zefbebey: ſhould (ee with tbeir eyes, & . and con- 

G, | W Ad do bod, Obſer ve, there is no belp, no healing for any peo- 
zl ple, if the wor of Converfor ceaſe amo | them, Truly, it is a mat: 


— ter of very -fid duntd us, that the work of Conve 
ot —_ 4 on — (if not) in 1 
* IT e * 
on — — of the Spirit of God (ſo fr) mich hi Me 


niſtry, that. there is yet · ſome fr uir of their labour . 
work of Converfion; but _— — L ion ug 
— of the 


3 


r 
* * 


improvement of all means for Gage grace, an [1 wy 


a 1.9 20 Yu _ ww nn} YUP 


12' * 
ſelves before God under their Uor . 5 
ihen there would be hope it our end, 


mouning bimſilf thus. Turn thow me, and I Ball be turned: the onely 


Hof 14. * - 8 2 3 713 1 0 e rs. dne 291; B47; 1 
Serondly, Is or les auto the promefinn and; progreſs of 'the Work: of — 


ſroingly diſpenſed in, by, 
Aleaintor t 
ind} dif enſavion ee 


-, 
* 
* 


Covenant, ic is al wayes in — — 


Ausyes renews his « 
ſingled out our Fathers, and ſeparared: th 2 
pechliat᷑ manner as M people with whom he M particularly. & as it wer 
ft#fondll renew his Cor, and more amply and +xpiicicly conirm 
if, chat in reaaying of it, he might more fully reveal it, and ræſture it 
untd the more pure and primitive way of Adminiſtr ation, — 
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might be a ſpecial people unto himſelf, above all people, as Deut. 7. 
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. unto Reformation. | 27 
appear in the Conũtenance of it; het an ungracious, irreligious gene- 


ration there is likely to ariſe among us, unleſs God in infinite mercy 
work a great and wonderful change, dur hearts may well tremble to 
think what will become of the Worſhip and Ordinances of God in the ntæt 
Age. Many there are hopeful, bat alas! how few, in compariſon 
with the Numbers of this numerous generation. Here is a ſecora gene- 
ration ariſen, and a third and faurih generation ariling apace, and truly 
we have cauſe to fear, that every generation will be leſs hopefull then 
other, untill at laſt, that wofull Saying be verified of us, which is ſpo- 
ken 7ndg.2,10. Aud there aroſe another generation after them, Which knew 
not the Lord. O unleſs God work graciouſly to ſave theſe degenerating 
generations, there will be ſmall hope of the long continuance of the purs 
Worſhip and Ordinances of God here: the Worſhip of God and Re- 
ligion, will either revive and live, or elſe utterly decay and die, with the 
Rifing Generations. Unto this we may further adde, the gradual re- 
moves of the Glory, the diſappearances of the Divine Preſence, the depar- 
tures of God from his own Houſe, a ſad ſign that our Hoaſe will be 
ere long left auto ws deſolate, O how much then are we concerned to 
labour (as much as in us lyeth) by all means co uphold and maintain the 
Worſhip and Ordinances of God in their ſpiritual power and purity, 
leaſt the Glery ſhould depare from this Iſrael, and the Light of the Goſpel 
de again utterly extinguiſhed in this Weſtern World, | 

3. We muſt uphold and maintain our firſt love unto, and z2al for the 
external purity (which through the grace of God is yet continued unto 
us) in the Worſbip of God, The voice of Chriſt unto theſe Nen - England 
Chxarches,-isas unto the Church of Thyatira, Rev.2.25. That which 
thou haſt already, hold faſt untill I come, Keep and preſer ve pure Wor- 


ſhip, purity in the Worſhip of God: preſerve the primitive purity of 


theſe Churches, according to their Reformed Conſtitution by Divine 
Inft itution; that is, pure inſtitured Churches : purity in the Conſtitution 
of Chur ches, is the ground · work of pure Worſhip, Preſerve a pure 
AMiniſtry, conſtituted exactly according to Goſpel- order, reſpecting all 
the Offices of it, the Power, the Inveſtiture, the Exerciſe, the whole 
Work and Service of it; ſuck a Miniſtry as our Lord Jeſus bath inſti- 
cured and appointed, Cbhriſts Miniſtry, Preſerve theſe pure Gofpel- 


or dinances, the Ordinances of Chriſt: Admit of nothing as an Ordi- 
nance of Worſhip, but that which Chriſt hath inftitnted and ordained ,, and 


keep the pure Ordinances of Chriſt, in the pxriry of them, in the Goſpel 
fimplicity of them, without any corrupt Mixtures in, r with any Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt, which is ordinarily the firſt inlet of corrupt Worſhip 

= into 


18 | An Exhortation 
into moſt Reformed Churches, Q let us keep and cleave unto naked 
Ordinances, ſimple Ordinances; the Cryſtalline purity of the waters of 
the Sanctuary, which are, as they ariſe and flow from the Fountain of 
Divine Inſtitution, clear as Cryſtal, Rev. 22.1. Preſerve purity of Ac- 
miniſtration, reſpecting both the power, Subject, and Order of 
Admin iſtration. Preſerve pure and holy Order in che Adminiſtration 
of every Ordinance, 1 Cor. 14.40. This holy Order is the Beauty of 
Churches, Col. 2. 5. Diſorder, it is a general Corruption in Worſſip; 
it cor r upteth both Churches, Ordinances, and Adminiſtrations, and ſo 
it makes the Houſe of God like a Den of Thieves, Mat. 20 13. O Chri- 
ſtians, this puricy of Worſhip, it hath been the Eminency and Excellency 
of theſe Churches, not yet loſt as to the external Form of it. It was 
Gods deſign and work, not only to ſetup his Worſhipin New- England, 
but to ſer it up in the purity of it, by a purging, refining Reforma iin. 
God did therefore qualifie his Reformers wich extraordinary Humi i y, 
Sincerity, and holy Zeal for purity of Worſh'p; and made - xtraor di- 
nary diſcoveries of his Minde and Will, concerning his Wor ſh punto 
them: He did ſhew them the Parrers, the Platform (as I may fas ) of. his 
Houſe, that they might ſhew it unto us, Ex-. 43. 11. O how much chen 
are we er gaged to preſerye purity of Worſhip ? Purity, it is che Excel- 
lency of Worſhip, it is the Beauty and glory of Churehes, it is that 
whick maketh Churches ſhine, as golden Candliſ ichs; it makes Chur- 
ches the Bearty of Holineſs, Pſal. 29.2. & 1 10. 3. It makes the Church 
to appear in her Spiritual Beauty, in ber ornaments, as 2 Spiritual Bride 
ador ned and trimmed for her heavenly Bridegr oom. That purity of 
Worſhip, which ſhall be after the deſtruRion of Antichriſt. will be the 
c tef perlection, if not the conſummation of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
Rev. 2 1. 2. 3. & 22.11. Then let us be moved re prize and preſerve pu- 
rity of Worſhip, And to this end, we muſt ſubject our ſelves, our very 
Souls, freely, fully, & moſt ſincerely, unto the Power, Authority, Rule and 
Government of Chriſt, as it is Regularly; Miniſter ially exer ciſed and 
ad miniſtr ed in his Church, in the Adminiſtration of all his O dinances. 
Exalt Chriſt in che Exerciſe of his Kingly office in his Chur ch: whilſt 
Chrilt is walking amidſt the Churches, holding the Stars in his right 
hand, they will remain golden Candleſticks. If we do debafe Chriſt, 
and ſet up our own wiſdomes and wills, in and about the Worſhip of 
God, then farewell to p r.cy of Worſhip; Again, if we will preſerve 
purity of Worſhip, we muſt keep up inter nal, ſpiritual purity and holi- 
neſs of heart, in the Worſhip of God: we muſt be holy, pure, ſpiritual 
Worſhippers; we mult keep up the Worſhip of God in the _— 
| picitual, 
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ſpiritual power and purity of it in qur hearty, theſe pure Churches, 


Worſhip, and Qrdinances, will not, cannot ſtand, without inter nal, 


ritual power and purity. If we do corrupt the Worſhip and Ordinan- 


ces of God by our Carnality, Formality, Hypocriſie, and Spiriiual Ido» 
latry, and ſuch like ſpiritual corruptions, and heart-abominanions, in 
the exerciſe of ir, God will,rake it from us. Jt is our Spiritual and 
Heart- Apoſtacy, from inter nal, ſpiritual power and purity of Wor ſhip, 
that is the deep and moſt dangerous deftction of theſe Churches in, 
Wor ſhip. And although we do yet retain purity of Worſhip in the ex- 
ter nal Form of it, yet if we do not ſpeedily recover that which we have 
loſt, of the inter nal, ſpiricual power and putity of maine but perſiſt 
in our ſpiricval Apoſtacy from it, whatever our pretended, profeſſed 
2 al for vii ble and external purity of Worſhip may be, we ſhall let go, & 
loſe all, pull down all, and bury our ſelves in our own ruines: News 
Erglindevill be no more unto God, then any other people, Jer. 9. 26. 
Feypt, and Fudah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and MA. 
for all theſe Nations are uncircumciſed, and all the houſe of Iſrael are un- 
circumciſed in heart. 2 2 | 
4. We muſt labour to recover our firſt holy Care and Watchfalneſs againſs 
all wilt-worſhip, corrupt Worſhip, and Corruptions in Worſhip, Surely, it 
lach been herecofore, and a!moſthereunto, the Commendation of theſe 
Churehes, that they have been ſincerely, fervently, ſteWlfaſtly zealous 
againſt all xindes and degrees of Will-worſhip. It was the Commenda- 
tion of this Church of Epheſus, in her declining ſtate, Rev. 2. 2,6 
how thou canſt not bear them that are evi Tet this theu haſkt— God 
grant that theſe Churches may never loſe this part of their Commenda- 
tion; that our Lord Jeſus may never have. occaſion againſt us, to re- 
prove us, and threaten us for our careleſneſs, negligence, ſenful Cen- 


nivarce and Indulgence in this point, as he did the Church of Pergamus, 


Rev. 2. 14. and of T hyatira, ver. 20. becauſe than ſi ffereſt. It may 
be we are too ſecure, and not aware of any danger of corrupt Wor- 
ſhip : let me ſay, The more need we have of this warning; for Will- 
worſhip doth ordinarily creep into Reformed Chur ches whilſt they are 
aſleep, gradually, ſecretly, and inſenſibly, and grow up unto a conſi- 
der able and formidable height and ſtrength, betore it appears, and be- 
fore Chur ches are aware: thus the Church of Lao cena deep y corrup:e 
ed with corrupt Worſhip, and knew-it net, Rv. 3. 7. Othel- Chu: ches 
in this decliniug, ſ:cure, lukewarm frame, are ia greit danger of it; 
let us therefore remember and receive the As Exhortatian, Gal, 
5. 1. Stand faſt therefore in the liberty where with Chrif hath made you 
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20 : An Exhortation” 
fret, and be not Again intungled with the yoke of bondage,” 

1. Let u tub, heed and biwart of all diſpoſttions and mmelivations 
w#nto ill. worſbip. Watch againſt the pirit of it: Corrupt Worſhip 
geit in firſt by the pirir and prixciples of it, and by the ſpiritual wor k- 
ing of it in the heart ef a people. It gets firſt into the heart; a people 
may uphold the — Worſhip of God in the vilible and external Form 
of it, with much ſeeming love and zeal, and yet their heart deeply cor · 
rupted with a ſpirit of Will-worſhip. When the heart of a people is 
gone from God and his Worſkip, it argues their heart is corrupted 
with a ſpirit of Will-worfſhip, as in 7/a.29. 13— there is a whoriſh heart, 
Ezck.6.9. They have broken me with their whoriſh heart; there is a Spirit 
f Whoredowe, Hoſ. 4. 12. How far the heart of New-Eng/and is cor- _ } 

rpred wich this ſpiri of Will-worthip, with pre-diſpoſirions and incli- **- 
nations thereunto, ' would (we may fear) too foon and ſadly appear, un- 
der a temptation thereunto. | | 2 

2. Let . watch Again all the wayes and workings of it, even the ſe- 
etet, ſubtile, inſenſible inſinuations and intruſions of it; againſt all the 
depths and devices of Satan, working by the darkeſt and deepeſt Coun- 
ſels of Hell, to introduce Will · wor ſhip into Reformed Churches. We 
may think our- ſelyes ſeture from it, unleſs over- born by the over - 
owering violgnce of fome external Temptation: but believe it, Satan 
ath divers and various Forms of Will. wor ſhip, ſuited and accommoc a- 
ted to the divers conſtitutions & conditions of Chur ches, and the diver ſe 
ſpirit and difpoficion of people that he hath to deal withall; he hath many 
Anmtichrifts, 1 Joh. 2. 17. there is a divers working of the ſpirit of Anti- 
chriſt, 1 70h. 4. 3. This ſpirit wor keth by the power ef Satan, in a H- 
ery of Tniquity, 2 Theſſ. 2. 7. And truly, we have had many Antichr iſts. 

It hath been alwayes Satans defign, to introduce corrupt Worfhip into 
theſe Churches, under the moſt ſpecious and ſpiritual Forms of it, by 
a direct contrary Extreme unto groſs Ceremony and Superſtition; the 
more cauſe we have to be very watchful, againſt all fuch wayes and 
workings of it. | - th E 

3. Let ua Watch againſt all Temptations unto corrupt Worſhip, whether 
more ſecret, or more open, There are many Temptations thereuntg⸗: 
there is the Temptation of falſe Teachers, corrupting the Doctrine Pf. 
Worſhip, and teaching of Will-worſhip, Mat. 15. 9. 7 caching for 1 
Nrines the Commandments of men: Rev. 2. 20. to teach, and ta ſtduce- * 
There is the Temptation of corrupt Communion, tempting Cömmunion, 
Col. 2. 18. Let ns man beguile you, &c. There is the Temptation of Di- 
Viſion and Diſſention, tendirg to drive dividing Parties into Extremes, 
: . ; 4 An 


| 
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in thoſe matters of Worſhip which they contend about, r Ce. . 4,17. 


The Intereſt of a Party, it is a car and ſtrong Temptation 1a ſpi- 
ric of Diviſion; (eſpecially) — wr and working with a blinde, in- 
ordinate, prepoſterous, ſuperſtitious/Zeal in matters of Wor ſhip, and 
when it is become judicial and incurable, never fails to bring in corru 

Worſhip-at one door or angther, It is che — — Satan, to bring in 
Will- wor ſhip in the ſmoke and ſmother of the fire of Contentions; Di- 
viſions do alwayes corrupt Chur ches. There is alfo the Temptation of 


an undue Toleration, which doth open a way to all the former; and lead 


into corrupt Compliances in wayes of corrupt Worthip, N.. 2. 20. 
There is alſo the Temptation of Perſecution, and Tribulation---- O there 
are many Temptations unto corrupt Worſhip, and theſe Churches have 
not been without ſome of [theſe Temptations ther eum; ſuch Tempta- 


zealbyſly and wakefully-warchful,. more eſpecially againſt - ſuch Temptæ- 
tions which are inſtant, and moſt urgent and — add of which we 
do already begin to ſee and feel the lad and lamentable eſſects: and thae 


conſideriug ere is ſuch a pr æ· dſpoſrion in tha very Spirit and Conſti- 
tution of tio: Generation, to ente into This Tymptation; and ſuch a: 


powertul working of n Spirit of Tiberius ke way for, and ſead 
inco this Temptadſon; and alſo that men of efnpt Spirits, 
and Practiſes, ſcandalous, eor rupters, and br 


ſhip, open and profeſſed Enemies unto pr 
Osdnances, axe arten unto for high a degee Pr eſun 
mong us; and cflat notwichſtanding, they know ehat/Publick Authority 
is by good and whoſſome Laws, and ſo by Oath, and ſo by Conſeience, 
and by divers obſigations, both Civil ami Sacred, engaged againſt them. 
Tam no Caſuiſt, in Caſe of ration, neither ſhall I under- 
take either to ſtitei diſpute, or decide that Queſtion; what is in it 


8 


ſeelf, or in divers teſpects or caſes, at divers times and places, either 


Tolerable or Incolerable; in matters diſputable: But this I take to be un- 


deniable, That geoſs, bold, ſcandalous, preſumptuous trapſgreſſion of 


any one, or more, or all the Commandments of the Firft Table, per pe- 
ttated and per ſiſted in with an high hand, notwichſtanding a// due meant 
of Convict ion uſed, and againſt-vlear light held forth, and manifeſtly 


- yhtder the Prevaiting-Power of a. Spirit of 'Erronr, with malignity, in 
open oppoſition to the Truth, the tr ue Churches, wor ſhip and or dinan- 


ces of Chriſt; 1 ſay, 1 take it to be unqueſtionable, That ſuch tranſ- 
greſſion it is Intolerable. Such I take to be the tranſgreſſion of thoſe 
Who do groſiy and ſcanaalenfly- profane any. of the bily. Ordinances of 

b 0 N 
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2. An Exhortation 
| Finhs in the, Adminiſtration of bon, preſuming to offer ftrange fire 5 
but much more of thoſe who de both proſi fedly and practical deny moſt; 
F net all Fandamentali, both of Faith and Order, and are nu and 4c- 
keowleaged ſa'to do by all the Reformed Churches, in the world; who are 
in their wayes of corrupt worſhip no lefs rhe Synagogue. of Satan, then 
chaſe ig Rev. 2.9. Nox /I lay, it ſuch Tranſgreſſors and Tranſgreſſions 
Fhould (after the long /ehour and patience of theſe Churches, in a ſirong 
and ſtedfaſt encounter and conflict wich this Temptation) at laſt prevail 
to break open a door unto corrupt wor ſhip, by Teaching,” Seducing, 
Tempting and Eatiring others unto corrupt Communion with them, ac- 
cording to the Doctrine ef Balaam, to caſt a ſtumbling block, before the 
people of Lor d, as Rev. 2.14. Iſay, if. this heuld come to paſs, Our 
caſe would be exceeding dangerous; eſpecially this coming upon us in 
our,deelining and languiſhiog ſtate, when: we have loſt ſo much of our 
Firſt lift and lau, that we have ſoarcely ſtrength enungh left, to reinforce 
Our former g eal and Courage in the Encounter, yea; and at ſuch a time 
hen the Generation is lamentably expoſed,” by che (ins of the Times, 
Awhich are all tempzing unt ia Compliance with ſuch a Temptation) and 
are ( WHKHOUUErAL $9.£cllt «a; and: in A very unſetled ſtate, 
Cod underchis | Covenant, even ſtanding up- 


Contaꝑion of corrupt wor ſhip, bythe ſubtile and inſenſible infuſion 
and influenee of a Spirit of Libertiniſm: a Spirit and Principle. (it is) of 
all other, moſt dangerous and deſtt uctiye unto Pure Churches, and will 
ſoon open a wide dor unte all Kinde of Abominations: for all falſe 
.worſhips , (althongh they ſeem, in themſelves, to be eontrary Ex- 
tremes) yet they all agree in this: Principle of Libertiniſm, and will break 
in at that door. It will be in vain for us to hope for, or Promife our 
ſelves Security from groſs Super ſtition and Ceremony, if we will leave 
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is likely to | 
gau, becauſe; we are nge ſanbbie Ef ri dd norm confer 
by our Pcayers ad Endravons Ito Rafe mn it. Eo me fag. Tha Progreſs 
of the Covenant, the Hropsgatig of: Churches,. che Preſet vation of 
Churches under their. Anrede dene in e lorreſt condition. it 
mult be by the ſurcaſſioa 90 an holy Seed Hard 3:0 Je Ale 
aal be the ſulſtaucs ture ulf d, Vrebre rms . Dafrinalz 
and tot chem, andour duty, 
toward chem, we do thereby Jay. = foundativa of the Aa both of 
_ OR — of the — _— Lay i a + 
abonr auto the; promotic progre t e mation, 
hy.a 4 . Leitha, and nebitidu i Ne „leur: Chriftion Liberty; 
There is 4 — hy. 4 Liberty in the hearts of all ſincere, 
Chriſtians,” whom. Chriſt hach wude fret: indeed, Joh. B. 36. here ade 
Spirit f Cd à, . 2 Cor. 3. 17. There is a very large and 


gneceſſary yſe and exerciſe of. chis Spirit and Principle of Liberty, in our 


whole Chriſtian Converſation, eſpecially in all our religious coaverſe 
with God and men Gal. 513. For. Brevhren , ge have — unta 
lilerty. Our Chriſtian Liberty is regulated moſt, ex- ct y — ſtrictly, by 
Rules and pr ecepts in the Word ef God: there is a compleat directory 
for the exerciſe of our Chriſtian Liberty in the Word of God, which ia 


the perfect law of liberty, Jam. 1.25. Our habicual conformity to this 


Law of Liberty, is the chief principle of Liberty; and our practical 
Subjection to the Law of Liberty, is the chief Pra actiſe or Exerciſe of 
our Liberty, This Liberty is alwayes acted under the Bower and Aus 
ly of Divine Truth, Job. 8. 22. Te ſhall know the truth, and 1be 

E 2 truth 
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gion. True Chriſtian Liberty holderh Confrienee faft 
there * Priviledgey and Haderer c 

tries in n Fare ChriſdidnLibevry Wi6'Þ 
proper e brew bryan Srepj?: 
faſt ia, C. 5 a rhe Ar ie 
free? And we muſt be fo wr weed — Hberty in away 
6f Gofſpel. order *Liberry and Order arc-inſeparable; an: the conver ſa- 
tion of 4 N order, our Liberty is laid ont} 
and Hnatt 4e wofe therefore 9 "for „ unro 
the ſudder Ron of Gen. bre Libevcines "Efierdies' ute 
Libeny, o Wemuſt — — Liberty in a 
way pf Tulf- fubje ton unte the oer, Rude und Government of Chr iſt 
Miniſterially* exerciſed dw his Church. ihe Adiminiſtfarion of all his 
dos n itim Kihg AO. Thoſe who 
opbeNioH wats. f De elion g del A the Power of 


i or under prerenee of | the defence. 
ere ST bende dere Liberty, vs mut alſo 
goo — erciſe our Eiberty iPway- ot Loye," Peace, Union, and 
Communion, unto mutual Elification and cmfort: By: love ſerving one 
a#other;, Gaf f. . 0 this is held nely weer wind edmforcable lite of Ghiri- 
Rar Liberty? "10i9 a very finfal; Franefubadyſe Of Chrifiean-Libbriy; co 
make dub is rü f be ak it lüb bite Lbereiwüh, to 
Ficentioufneſb to cirnäf Reaſdn. and Poſey, t6''worldly Deſigns and 
Bids; to the luſts of the ffeſn. the quſtsꝭ of men, in fomeriting Diviſions & 
Contentions, and of making it a elsał of malicionſneſs,” 1 Pet. 2:16 — Surety 
it is a great part of our work of Reformation to Reform theſe Abuſes 
ef our Chrittian Liberty. VVe are! pebple highly Privile wirki 
Chriſtian Liberty, and advantaged rd the exercfe of it, O that we bet 
ter underſtobd it, and impr oed it Let us alwdyes remember to k#ep 
sur Liberty wholly fubſer vient unto our Religion, and nor ſet up Li- 
berty above Religion; if fo, we ſhall loſe both our Religion and: our 
Libert tagether. 
8. nk unto the promotion 01 pringheſs of the Gf Reformarien, 
by — of your firft Love, Peace and Union. O the loſs of our firſt 


Love, peate and Nuion, bath * been an irreparable loſs, an in- 
curable 
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am Reforway MM» 2%: 
_ edrable wound, concerning we may take up ont LameRation; and; 
fay; Feri gi 30, 11 Thehar the ſemoter d ended; and ver are) 
wor bealed: for ti liuurt of my People, 7 ans have; Sams black: aft onifoment 
| hath talen —— pon me. — 8 — ui ibere mo ISS 
there? . yah: if (10, er 0 people recovered 2, 
Oare — | 12 and ſo — — — tare. 
is arvly lamencab} 8 2 e the Lord,, Enter net.into t 
ge to gm. nur Amen them; fer 1 lav tat- 
ang pant e che — 4 even eving kindneſt and 
wercies. If it ſhouſd beſo; well might the hearts and hopes af all our: 
faithful dereemeryed our labours have hither arcs, muck boiled. Sur ey 


of; our firſt Love, —— is a A. 
— "Reformation, axon, and be very, hard 
parc of — 


N 310 169 οο 46 VP udinoꝛen 
„nr — fa wenge Wa ars fallen. 8 — 
-brance of the ſweetneſs arid ble ſſedneſs of our fir ſt Love, Pear 206: 
nion, con vvince and bumble us under the fin of our -Envyings," Sir 
Debates, Diviſions; Contentions and Bmulations, G. IWas the —8 
ſtate of the Church of Cin, that, akbevghy chey wore le menteblN 
diſtreſſed and diſtracted witiẽ Divifions — hg 
fin'of them, but were puffed) ay, an 2 againſt another. Q 
that it wer e nothing ſo wich us —— — — there will be 
no hope of healing. O chat we — — oy ſin of on Nivi- 


ſion, and the multitude of fing — it, thas we rmnigkt 
maurn periitentially eder oe; (bv 


God with broken 
neſs of / heart, ene ede on, and te ]ũ 
all chat ſin, anch to gr unt — Rayne ny Teo wack ve ard thus 
convinced and hum ed, there will he no Reformation; 

2. We muſt labour to recober dr: Fir# Spirit of Love, peace and 
Uaion; prey earneſtiq ante Odi te pour lit & piret: pon , a Spirit: of 
Lade, to paur out abundasee of the: grace of. .Love ;' 19 create DI. 
Peace ard Union for us; androitake! vag che'bpick of Prilloo;which 
we are ſadeeplyreorrupted withall- 

3. Wewnſt labour to recover our firſt New-England PPh that s 
-that Intereft upon which this peopſe, and theſes Churches were ſirſt 
founded as to their Religious Conſti:ution, which is God and: Heligem: 
this is ehe oneſ untirg Intereſt; our very Þearrs and Souls: will cles de 
and unite moſt intirely, in Love, with peace and Ill von. im oor Gud And 
ou” RUligion, this Jntereſt will make a people of end beart, and of aue 
Son, Jer. 3 2.39. -T foali be my people, andi will be i leur Ged,. * 
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2B. an Exborrautivns' 

Hl gur hem owe huurꝶ und ose way 6 Hur Obſerve, when poopls 
do — So and his ok: and ſo unte Rebgion;: they! 
ave ene bart and oneway, that is, (weer and per ſect Uaity and Amirys 
Ochis is our great miſchief and miſery; and the very oniginal of our 
deſection, that we havo mueh for faulen our proper Nr Fand Inte- 
aß we have committed theſe tπ great ei, fer! 2/73 MNurſaſ o our 


Go, aud hem o Cifteour's We have — ping .of o main Fun- 
dameneal Intereſt; we bye bern d fertint our own Re/igions It eriſf rd 
eſpouling another, (vis.) 4 merlin ue f ve ure turning from God, 
after the World i the Wor id is becoming the min utereſt of V. E. and 


we are becoming a worldly people ia people of a woridly Spirit, Principles 
& Fractiſes.) do not ee edierte e ſecuting 
the cage of -the World; (although! chat be enough tot h’ inate us 


notoriouſly Worldly) but our tut uingour very Religionir ſelf into a 
Workdly Torereft by making of: it the ſubject of. Carneli\Confidences, 


9 
roſtng,* truſting, and boaſting in it, and alf by making of it rhe ſubs 
—— /Coritemions, and ſo ſetting Religion againſt it ſeif;and the 

— —— — and ite making —— 
unto wor! Mmeweridly luſte q and chereby miking it, i 
br rad men and N Sd gx, * meer Worldiy Reſightn yea, tob 
many do too much make" their pt ofeſſed Cofidence in God himſeif, à 
wor ſdty Inter eſt & ſobſeryient ta. their worldly luſis, as they Mic. 3.11, 
etw they lean ap , Lord, amd [ayj" Is not the Lord in the midſt of 
— —ꝛ— 
2 * ; Weis; WOTWay ung Pr — 
murtert, both vi and Religious them © penple are fully and throuꝑh- 
iy {ded upon a Worldly Inter eſt, and are truly betome a Woridiy peo- 
ple. And then comes all kinde of ions, Contentionk, Emulations, 
Strifes, Debate, & r. forthe Wor id is alwyayes a dividing Intereſt, and ail 
our Diuiſions are carnal andworldly; 1 Cor.. 3. fa. 3. Whatever 
| —— of '# Religious Zeal, the Fomentors of Diviſion may make, it 

za Worldly Spirit hat forvents all Diviſibns; and it is utter ly impoſſi- 
ble, that ever a worldly ſpirited people ſhould unite upon ſure: grounds 
-of U on, or that vny psopſe ſhouſd ever unite ar all in à worldly Inte- 
reſt; And therefore if we can relinquiſh our worldly Intereſt, and re- 
trive our own onely true und proper Intereſt; which is r Gad and Re- 
Jigiona, fer and ſettſe our he irts again upon God and Religion, this would 
deaf albour Dirivons,' and reſorm.aſl. As «change of Imereſt hath been 
the great Cauſe of our ꝑeneral defection; ſo a thange of : Intereſt again, 
would conſummate our R: formation. It is the — which God 
. gives 
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gives un bs dar rok ding prb ple ſnncheie troomedy); l, 4.2530 Not- 
Wich Tue Words, and turn rb er be erdi and (4g mo bh 2 the rany0; all 
Wii, atbrective xs gracionſdy, &e, Anu Gall ſave hu, we will ds 


Tilt upen horſes, neither will vr ſch any woreto the work, of ur band, Te 


art bar gods + for in thre the farburleſsfudeth werey, 1 , a 
4 ee leaue (nw ia the Coneluſi os) co propoſe this general 
Exhorratidndnco Reformation, -more-parziculariy, unto thoſe who ane 
eſpecially concerned as bn A l by et an ty tf, 8 

I. Terave ſeaveto ppN⁴m feif (yet wich humility and ſincerity (as 
it betometh me, (peaking: in the Namo and feat of God) unto Thoſe, 
who are, or ho ſhall be Bſtabliſhed, or Re- eſtabliſhed (this day) in 
NHlace of Rule and:/Govennment among us, as our Afagifracy. Much 
Honour et, æhat wich ij hate hνö/ly to offer unto You in he Name of 
the Lord; and en hu beheH bf: ebis: People, it is this plain (yet great 


word) of Exhertamont: Wherchy I do moſt humbly beſceehyou,. to 


labour in your Mace; by the atmoſt and. moſt faithful improvement of 
-your- - Intereſt, Wiſdome, Grace, and Spirit of Government 


which your have received from the Bord, to promote this great Work: 


« of: Neform ation, in all the Parts, andi ali the Degrees of it. This Gp- 
vernment, and ſothis Magi 

——— — 0 

ency unte the Wor of Refurmatium, 

in the intentions both. of God, and of al s:faichful People. Theze- 
. fore Got Spiriced our firſt 

© and proſper edichat glorie: 
their Givil Conduct of chi 
Ache Place; thie Fowery the! ; nent of bia ſormim i. Aa- 
{ Wy dey, lid is by our Annual Bled len andi ſd by a Provuential. Succæ ſſi 8 


C canſtaued unto a mae direRifpbler vi- 
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ch unto ver y-happy progres, 4 


- devolving: upon You, antdremainerh xeſtedin You. Therefore, our ey ks, 


our hearts, our hopes, are (under God, and as to man) much ugon, You 


Aut Reformer o de i ou igt hope, nu, Will be gur Er cat. ge- 


2 Sevew;- toffee a 
formation, under 


Ai hieing, u 225 Name Mi in) the thaw) of — 22 


x | and;profpete ogreſb-pt:ube Work of. e- 
—— ail 8 full cogguriegce 


f, Divine Afſiſtance. Ttne It s, -chere-arc-greag Mountains ſtandiyg 


+ before you; ſbut chis ĩs the Word ef ithe Lora unto you, N. ly might, 


herum, burchy ey Spirit if the Lord Spirit on ante che Wogk, 
-xhey? ein rand albough he wor k he much de ned it 


el bed gainrevivet; and che Tephory theraof!ſhujl he. brought ,toxth 
with SANT r ant Ahh mations o Grace, unto whe glory al. ſe: 
#1 37.0 


1 ; ith: 


aey, t was: through:abe moſt; wiſe aud 
wn, n he great and main deſign of / it, 


Ategiftragy unto rbis — 22 
igious and-Reforming people. (Andy naw 
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»hath been. a gent (if not che greateſt); Hogour,”whith Sod bath, p 
\\ppow- Civil. Magitiracyn and dhat which addeth true Glory wunto. its 
tGivarneſs,''Thac\ he hath made Civil Maꝑiſtrates, Reformer. Seldome 
Bath there been any great Work of Reformation wrought, eit her in the 
Cbur ch of old, or in the ſacceeding Ages of it, but God hach made 
Kings, Princes, and Civil Magiltrates,: his Miniſtey a in it. And alwayes, 
in che moſt flonriſhing fare of the Kingdom of Chriſt, he; Harh-cauſed 
the Mountains to bring peace, and the lirthe bill rig btenaiſt. The C bur ch 
on earth will be in the heighr ara top ol its profpenicy,, when th Aeun- 
tain of. the Loras Houſe u ze exalrtd in rhe tops; of the Mountains; 
when Kings ſhall be ber Nurfing-fathers, and! ucens.ber Nas pg. mot bers. 
Lou have the moſt encouraging Examples of the moſt. Uluſtr ious Re- 
i formers before you: You: knew this e, their preſent ſpit it. ſtate 
and way; You have been withus a Hua at duni, and at Kibroth- 
Ubattaxvab,: where we: have bothi cempred God andwrycd you., Von 
m y well ſay'of us, as Ae did of them, 7 te i rebellion, and thy 
Fetz; and fo you may by 2 ſolemn Conteſtation, call Heaven and 
Earth to fecord againſt us, as he did ſometime againſt them. Tou are 
to labour withavery;immoriperous; rebellious, backſliding geveration, 
under an en ο,inary juncture oi Provocations and Jempcations, 
De lies and Dangers. Q ſo much the more i am imboldet ed in the 
Nate the Lord, wich an hamble importunity, to beſeech your Care, 
Conſtaney, Courage and Faichſulneſs in this your great Duty, leſt the 
Niue of this Self-deſtroying people, ſhould be found uder pour band. 
1 will be your Glory, not onely tobe Reformer sg hut. Repairers ard 
Nefforcbt, to Repiiy the Breach,” aud is raſeuß Fenüdation, for mary Ge- 
- rerations; Such at You; areinScriptureicalled not one) Gods, bus S 
wir; and Cv, vaiſed u un Sion: we ſtyle you ſo with 
+ Modeſty and Sobt iety, in Scriptur e phraſe and ſenſe, as ſlill remembripg 
that jos muff die lite men, But hereby we underſtand that you are con- 
cer ned in & betruſted with ſometvyhat that ĩs S aer ed; you cannot approve 
*\ yout ſelves to be G more. ien by the Patronagꝭ of Religion, . 
ot approve your ſelves e he dvi more, — — te 
Ne torHarien will be our Salva. We ute tonchuſe you tbis day for 
Go: and ſo doing. we may hope char God will in mercy chuſe you ſor 
us | You being fo Oboſen,: both by God, and his people, are unter 2 
d, able, and ſo indiſpenſibſe Obligation, even by v our Eleſtia tube 
fer God; and for his people; that le, for the: promotion: t eſerva- 
ton of that h is the min Inrereſ of God ab his proplg bent which 
is Religion, Tou are to Rule not oncly 0vec A, but See 
fl one ly 
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as in the fear of God, ſo in a more peculiar manner ſrom God, and for 
God, that God may Rule by you, that you may he che 44inifters ef g 
for eur gord,' God hath ſer you as our Hedge; and as our , whereby 
he hath en cloſed this his Y:nrgard,and all his precious and pleaſant things 
with us; he hach ſer yon as a part of the Defence upon the Glory, God 
doth therefore expect, chat you ſhould fully Aſſert and Exert all that 
Power which he hath committed to you, to be improved for che publick 
Weal of his people, eſpecially in and about matters of Religien, which 
is the greateſt concer nment of our publick Weal, Courage and Faich-: 
falneſs therein, is the peculiar Excellency of a Ci ias Mopfrag, the 
regular exerciſe thereof, will be the Scrength and Glory of your Go-: 
verament, and the Stability and Proſperity of this p- 77 under it. It 
is your Concer nment co uphold this Governmeng,. in the ſull and whole, 
inter eſt and iufluei ce of it, unto all the Eads of it; eſpedially this great 
and min End of it, che Pr. ſer vation and Propagation of Rel ion. It will 
be your Commenda ion, which was holy Davids, as he was emihently a 
Type of Chriſt in tbe Work of Reformation, that the Zeal ef Godr 
boſe bad conſumed bim. The hearts of the ſober, faithful, peaceable, and 
religious people of the Land, are towards the Governonrs of Iſracl,.. who 
offer themſelves willingly to the help of the Lord in the Work of R-. for ma- 
tion, in chis time of general defection. And ſurely, this is the greateſt 
Trult that we repoſe in you, and therefore the higheſt hope, expectation, 
confilence and dependariee that we place upon you, as our Riders,” Co- 
wverwours, Leaders, Publick Benefattars and Fathers,, That you, wi'h by. 
the u:moit improvement of your Power and Iatereit, adyance and: æſta- 
bliſh che true, pure, and holy Worſhip of God, (and ſo far as ie con- 
cer neth you)- not ſuffer theſe Chu ches, no not this People, to be cor - 
rupted, no not this Lan, to he pc laced and defiled with Wil- wor ſhip. 
A Religious Reformeng Magiſtracy, hath hither unto been our Crowning 
Aerey : if God ſit Yon over us in mercy; he will mie yon ſuch a Ma-. 
giſtracy. And cher eſore qur Prayers for you ſhall ever be, That he that 
is the Light of Iſrael,” wi.l he a Light unto you, that you may be a5 the, 
Light of Iſrael unto us. And that you may, be abundantly influenced 
wich a Spirit of Government, from Him whoſe all Government is; that 
may receive a large portion ef that Spirit, which reſteth upon Him, 
even 4 Spirit ef Wildome and Under ſtanding, 4 Spirit of Connlel and if 
Miet, a Spirit of Knewlage,. and of the fear 4. the Tord; that 3 
men be of « quick, under flauding in bis fear: And that in your meaſure. 
alſo, Rightconſneſs may be the girdle of your loins, and Faithfulns the 
2 3 b | girdle 
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3 An Exhortation 
girdle of four reins, that ſo you may fed and lead this people, both in 
the' chitfulnefs of your band, and the integrity f your bratts, We alſo 
ſhall pray, That you may be kept, and carried above all the Temptations. 
und Provocations of our Murmurings, Diſſentions, and Rebellions, 
:hat God may never be angry With you for our ſakes, and that it may ne- 
ver go it With you for our ſakes :. as alſo above all your own frailties and 
nfirmities ; that may never be provoked by our fins, to ſuffer you 
o fall, as once he did holy David, that he might puniſh Ifrael! Wewiſh: 
you all the bleſſings which thoſe who are juff; rnling inthe fear of God, 
may expect; that we might behold you as —— 2 the Morning, 
When the Sun riſeth, a Morning without Clouds that the Anniverſary. 
Revolution of chis Government by our Annual: Elickion, may be unto 
in as the riſing Sun, by which we may receive Influences of Divine Bleſ- 
ling, which may cauſe us ri grow wp as the tender graſi, by the clear fois 
ming after rain; that in peur dayes the righteous may flouriſh, and abun- 
farce of peace; that we may enjoy Proſperity and Tranquility under 1. 
Aagiftracy, and that there may be a peaceful and proſperous Succeſ- 
fron of ir from Generation to Generation; that God continuing unto 
us our fudges as at the firſt, and eur Counſelers, as- at the beginning, we 
may remain to be « City of Righteonſne/s, and a faithful City. ; 
II. I mill take leave to propoſe this Exhortation unte the Miniſtry 
of theſe C bare bes, nextly concerned, as Pubſick Refor mers, in the Work. 
of Reformation. It is propoſed in the Text, directiy, 7s the Angel of 
the Church of Epheſm. The Angels of the Churches are particularly 
directed unto, and charged with this Work, in the ſeveral Chur ches. 
Tue ft 2finift;y of theſe Churches, it was eminently a Reforming 
1e, entr abt dinarily-qualified-unto, and improved in, the Work of 
Reformation : God made them great Reformer, and wrought a great 
Work of Reformation by them; and they lived faithfally labour ing in 
that Work unto the death, though not without ſome diſcouragement, . 
and ſome diminution of their joy and comfort, from a pre-apprehen- 
ſion, yea from ſome preſent uppeatance of the ſad ſigns of the defection 
of theſe Churches, before their departure, That Miniſtry, choſe Ai. 
»ifters, they are generally departec; (fonſe few (here and there one, 
onely) of that Ancient O England Miniſtry, remaining with us, as 
the Crown and Ornament of our New-Zngland-Precbytery,) And truly, 
the remembrance of the depqrtüre of that Miniſtry, with the fignal > _ 
Circuinſtances, and ſad Conſequentes thereof, may juſily move lamen - 
tation; they being divers of them carried away (as it were) in Chariots © 
of fire: I mean, by an Antieipation of their traullation, in the — 
i : e | cour le 
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courſe of Nature, and when in the ſtrength and travail of their Miniſte- 
rial Labours, for thefe Churches, and with chis Generation; bearigg a 
full clear Teſtimony unto the great duties, and againſt the great fins of 
the Times, and ſtanding in the Gap before God, to turn away impend- 
ing Judgements. Their Praiſe is yet freſh and floufiſhing in theſe Chur- 
ches, being legible in /iving Epifles of Commendation, written not with 
Jas, but by tha. Spirit of the il, r God, They ba ve a living Aemory, and 
8 laſting Aitouumeit in ever y 50 fly heart, who bath experienced the con- 
verting, quickning, comforting preſence and power of the Spirit in 
their Miniſtration. They ate departed, and we have wept over their 
facts wich'thar Lamentation, My father, my father, the Chariots of Ira: 
4%, and the Hor(men thereof. The Bytchen of the Work of the Miniſtry, 
so&ſ of this great Work of Reformation in theſe-Churches, it now 
reſteth upon yon, Who are the preſene ſtanding Miniſtry ,. this New; 
Enylavd Miniſtry, which is Coxyall and Coætaneous with this New- 
England Generation ; Among whom, I am not worthy to be mention- 
ed as one (though with the utmoſt expreſſion of diminution, as leſs 
then theleaſt'of 'tHhols whom God hath called forth to rake a pa; Fg this 
Miniſtry) and therefore moſt unmicet Nee e thus to ſpeal untg 
you: yet I am bold to beſeech you to hear this Exhborratien from the 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” in whoſe Name I ſpeak, and ſay, O Labour te be 
Reforming Miniſtry. Although there hath been a change of Miniſters 
3 eder 1 Hog Rope (here is nge.3 change of rofl 
miſty, but that the ſume Miniſtry is till remaining ; that is, a_ Miniſtry, 
of the fame Conſtitution, spirit principles, Minde Judgem. . 1e 
Riſe, in ull thitgs pertaining to the Work of the Miniſtry in theſe Chur - 
ches; 2 Miniſtry, which hath received not onely the Mantle, but a por- 
tion of the Spirit of "Elijah, And therefore, you are engaged to under - 
tate, to uphold, and to carry on the ſame Work of Reformation, in all. 
the parts of it, and to labour anto the progreſs of it, in the Spirit and 
wer of ie, ſo für us you are concer ned, reſpeRing either Doctrine, 
Profeffion er Praftiſe; Moro eſpecially, God expecteth that you ſheuld 
promote the Work of Reformation, in your ſeveral Chur ches and Con- 
gregations, by the regular and thorough exerciſe of the Power of 
Chriſt (committed unts you) in the Adminiſtration of Doctrine and 
Worſhip, which is the great Truſt and Charge committed anto you te 
keep, 1 7m. 6. 20. This is the Rod of his ſtrength gut , Zion, whereby 
his people are made a witing people in the day of his power, Pſal. 110, 2, 3. 
Exalt Chriſt, by the due exerciſe of his Power in his Name, that Chriſt 
may reign Miniſterially-in theſe Churches. The Rule and Government 
F 2 of 
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of .Chrit ese Adminiſtred, would ſoon Reform all. O that Di- 
ſcipline might be reſtored, unto the full and efcRual-exerciſe of it, in 
the Spirit and Bower of it, unto all the ſaving Ends of it, in theſe Chur- 
ches ! it would work a great Reformation. And O that this poor Ge- 
neration, which is committed N 1 to the Charge of this Miniſtry, 
may be generally cared for in all the Churches. They are the Genera- 
tion, which you ate called to labour with and for, amongfi wbom you 
hope to have the fruit of your Labours in the Work of che. Minifiry; 
and whom you are to ſtand in Judgement with, and to give an account 
of, in the day of Account. O what Account will be given of them, if 
many, or the generality.of chem, . ſhould periſh, under the neglect of 
the due exerciſe of the . Miniſterial Power of -Chriſt towards them, in 
any of the Churches? Moſt of alt the Work of Reformation, depend- 
eth upon the faithful and .ſucceſSful Labours of this Miniſtry, in the 
work of Converſion; the travail of your Souls in that work, your 
travailing with Souls in that work of Converſion. Here lyes the ſtreſs, 
and the life and ſpirit of the Work of Reformation, without which, 
all Eff:yes, Endeavours, and Labour therein, and thereunto, will be ut- 
terly Lain and void. If God make this Miniſtry a Conperting Adiniftry; 
the Work of Reformation will be again revived.;:; but if God ſuffer it co 
be 2 Judicial Miniftry, a Miniftry ent in Judgement, to make the heart 
of this people fat then there will be no hope, the Generation will 
grow fick at heart, under Spiritual 50 and Tac ements, under 4 ſa- 
vour of death, by this Miniſtry, and ſo die in their ſins. A Zudicial Ati. 
15 Fry Bath alwayes been thi fatal C. 400. of the final Ruine of ſuch 4 pee 
, 48 Va. 6. 10. Mut. 1 3, 13, 14. 7. l. 13.40. Rem. g. 32. And therefore; 
f Ware all ſuch, who have the Charge ol Souls in ſuch à dangerous 
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Preach, to be r 5 e 17 N in private, 1 —.— to 
end their Souls, to bend the ſtrength of their Miniſtetial Labours, un- 
- ro the Converſion of Souls? How ( 14 pe old labour, in lie 
cafe, wich a declining people, and dolefully lament ths loſs of their labour; 
U Miiab, 14 0 4. Pen Jer. 6. 10. yea, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 
Mat. 23. 37. O Jeruſalem, — bow often would I have: gathered thy C hil- 
drin—— Truly, it is a moſt doleful diſcouragement to the preſent Mini- 
ſtry, in many Congregations, to ſee ſo many Souls fatting, hearts hard- 
ning, immortal Souls dying and periſning under their hand, Care and 
Charge; but yet they muſt labour, and Agonize in Prayer unto God, 
for a difpenſation bf Converting grace by their Miniſtry, that the Work. 
of  Converlion, arid ſo the Work of Reformation, may be revived : * . 
i 


time, amongſt a declining. people, concerned to Labour, to Pray, tor 


unto Reformation. | 

if not; ic is ries to be feared, that thr Sin Wil qui 27 46y 2 oe th 
Prophets: a 1 allude unto Mic. 3.6. Pmean, that 90 grace. 71 
expire, and the Sus [et » _ theſe Churches, by the det departure 0 the Mi- 
niſtry, and . ſo our howſe be left unto us deſolate, as Mat. 23.38, 39. The 
Proſperity of theſe Chur ches, dependeth much upon the 10 of the 
Labeurs of this preſent Miniſtry: and therefore, the hopes,d deſir es, and 
prayers of all the fuichful pe e of God in theſe Churches are, That 
you may alwayes remain as Sand in the right hand of Piſw Chrif, fixed 
in your Orb, full of Lighe, Regular in all your Motions, Powerfull in 
all your Influences, ſnining in all your Appearances, with the Splendor 
and Luſtre of his Spirit and Grace, in whoſe hand you are; Ang as 
there may be i ſueb ing Stars, ſpblen of Fade v.13. 5 
ratick Motions ſhould diſtarb- cÞ  Ceeleſtial Order and Hartno 
Beelefiaſtical Heaten- _ 
III. I — this Extwrrativi alſs ants All the Prop of the 1 
who are preſent; and O that wal. Men- England might . wich 
this word of Brhortatiob, *--Repbut, and do i he firſt warks., Nui the 
heart of chid gzoplemighe-be mobel 2 the Heart of ofie maß, cs 
the Work of "Refobhparions N dea geartal Work, gur defet7ivs, i þ 
neral, and chetefore our Reformation ie'maſt be alſo" general, © 4. 
the Work of Reformation it was alwayes'webught by all e as 
you may reade 2 Kings 23.3. 2 Cron. 29.36. & $4.30. che Text faich 
there, Al ,:ſmal' and griat: So Exraio'9.' Net. B. 1. A Kip 


he "oe mea; onethatis able ro 46 
3 in the eee Byery* a eats 
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of Reformation; inand forbimſet to Riform. kitbfe 

heart, and his own life; . every one cod Refor mf, it would be à 
great and general Reformation, Byery one, that bath a'Soul to fave, or 

th any tare of his n im this ork of Reforma- 
tion, of what d ran Ine — N Ke ffi 
bont᷑, in his oon ky eee hy 
meot of roger 2 ufluente, 15 7 nu No 
every ona mult ſer his hand and heart untò the Work df 100 0 

in Families, Towns, Churches, throughout the Couttry. The Work of 
Reformation? it muſi rgn throughall = hearts and wa ayes, in eyery 
Statipo-ad Relation, ivevery Calliogand tmplopment;\ lfougt#all mat- 
ters both Gvil and: Religious, in n converſe. with God and man. 
There is not one here preſent in the Congregation, but is concerned in 
this Work of Reformation. 

1. Let everi one be admoniſted and warned to eas heed of bizliring the 
| F 3 * ork, 
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a of Reformation, They are the mol dangerous and deſperate Ene- 
s what e- Euglaud, and unto theſe Churches, who do hinder Re- 
mation; ſo _ all Profane 'perſons, by their fins of Profancneſs, 
whoſe work it is more aud more to corrupt the Generation, and to fill, 
and pollute the Land with their Abominations. So alſo do all Worldly 


nd bing exſons, hy — Intereſt of Reijgian, and raifing 
| we ey il and fp but ding up their ownSelf-inteteſts upon the 
deines Ick. 80 400 45 all. Factious, Seditious, and Conten- 
tlous perſons, who make it their deſign and work to foment Diviſions, 
and to uphold dividing parties and Intereſts, unto the ſhaking of very 
Foundations. Ms 92 do all corrupt  Worſhippers, aud eor rupters of the 
515 dal a word, ſo do all Carnal, Formal; itical Pro: 
all the Capicalleading ag lingers of: the Times, and of 
ig TH e are all publick Enemies unto theſe Churches. ce 
* ee and deſtructive Enemies unto this great Work of the 
Lord, Wen. Sexbalas and 'Tobiah, we choreſt ob. were unto the 
Building os IN. 
wh 9 arg 9095 
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of che Houſe of 
| 8 5 hexgin. ory, Mag. 2. ). 

| 12 5 5 che graduai d 5 4. ion ofctheſe Chur. 
wal thes eyog cannot chuſe/but b moſt fadly and ſorrow: 
1000 Fad f. our 3 neceſſity of Refar mation. O then be moved 
to do what in you lyeth, by your Faith, Prayer, Life and Example, to 
reviye the Work of Reformation agai before you die. Tou alſo who 
are the preſent fanding -Ceneratron, t the nent and immodiate Succeſſors 
mw, k Bp M Reformers , Wha: have, -beeni'aRtually betruſted with 
r, Ordinances, and Adminiſtrations; with the whole Cauſe 
of 881 Nagl ome of Chriſt, and Intereſt of Religion, and ſo with this 


Sreat a? xd glorious Work of Reformation, and who are likely to be foun - 
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TE unte Reformation. 45 
moſt guileyof this general deſeftion, and have too much alteady et 
dangered the loſs of all; O be you moved to ſtand up ſtrongly tihto rhe 

work undet that Chat ge, and all thoſe ſolemn Obligations an; Engage: 

ments which God hich laid upon you, the weight and bur then of che 


Work lyeth upon yes: we have been raiſed up is the ſtead of eur Fathers, 
as Fofh.5.7. to carry on this Work. And truly, if we ſhould deſert, or be 
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ſlight and negligent therein, it will ſoon falf to the ground, and ſink paſt 
recovery; and we fhall thereby, at once, cut off the hope of bur Fa- 
thers, and lay the Foundation of the Ruine of 'Sut#eceding Geutratiout, 
utterly ands all poſterity. O ſet us therefore make ir our Prayer, Which 
is in 1 Ki. 8.57, 8. The Lord our God be with , as he Was with our 
Fatbers; let bim not leave au, nor forſake , that he may inclint our hearts 
unto him, to walk in hi wayes, &c. And you who are of the Riſing Ge- 
neration, Adult Youth, and Young men, You' are many of you; if not 
moſt of. youa Third Generation, from thofe whom 'God firlt draughr 


out into this Wilderheſs, Tou are they who are likely to out- ive 7%. 


and al the Elders of Iſraei that out-lived e. and at that Genera- 
tion, as it is ſaid of them, Judg. 2. 7,8, 9. You cannot (many of you) re- 
member the works which G 88 your forefathers--You have 
rever ſeen theſe Churches in their fit ſt Beauty and Gloty, Hor the Wor- 
ſhip and Ocdinances of God in their firſt Spiritual Power and g 
It hath been, ſo far, your unhappineſs, that you have been brought 
forth, and lived under the decaying Rate of theſe Churches, and of Re- 
ligion ; and therefore are like to grow up under the prevailing power 
And alas | upon you is likely to fall all the Ca- 


of a Spirit of —_— | | all ie Ca- 
| lamity and Miſery of this Apoftacy-which is begun, you will ſee and feel 
the ſad ani lamentable Eſſects of it. © therefore that Vouth and Youn 


perſons, could lay this Conſideration unte their hearts; und be move 
alſo, to engage in this Work of Reformation, before it be too late, by 


labouring: unto a ſound Converſion, and a religious Converſation, in 


the dayes of their Youth." O that All thus concerned would Vp and be 

ding! True it is, there are many great diſcouragements, ſo that the 

hearts of thoſe who are moſt; and beſt diſpoſed unto the Work, are 

ready to fail; eſpecially conſidering, that all means of Reformation have 

hither unto failed, nothing hath hitherunto done ns any good: So tht: 
"God bimſelf may juſtly complain of us, as he did of that people, He/.6.4. 

OE phruim, whay ſhall 7 do Into thee ? &c. Fer. 6.29. --- the bellows are 
burnt--- Truly Reformation, it is likely to prove a very hard, ard heavy 
Work, yet we mult never deſpair of Reformation, as that people ſeemed 
to do, Ezeck.33:10, F our tranſgreſſions and our iniquitiis be upon us, and 
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US, i ee ar de it; but alas, — for Cod is reſolved. 


inf{ancly give them an encouraging call to Repentance and Reformation, 
Ver. 11. Say unte them, As I live, ſaith the Lord, 1 have no pleaſure in the 
22 of 4 „ victed, but that. the Wicked turs-+- awd live: Torn ye, turn gc, 
5e dies O bonſe , Iſracl ? Ferch God is yet calling of us 

unto eformat en, and waking upon us for Reformation. Ie is yet a 
N with us, wherein we are ſtanding before God upon our 
ryal; God hath repented once more of the evil, as Amor 7.3. the uns 
pr cle 180 hath one year more to ſtand in the Vineyard, Luk. 13. B. 
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nto co Gods | patience 10 2 dee be wk 1 ſwear ſuddenly, and ir- 
benden in his wrath, againſt us: i once our day be paſt, ic will be 
indeed 7 late; wirneſs our Saviours mournful, doleful Lamentation, 


which hew ept out over 15 ow, Luke 19.42. if than hadſt kn 15 own, even 
then at Waſt in this th things of thy peace i ler now th: at hyd- 
det mug z thine tic. nd why? ſec vr. 44. Becanſe.1 theu 3 not the 


rims of thy viſitation, therefore I ſay now, now, it is high time to re- 
form. It is preſſed as a preſent, as an inſlant duty, Zeph.2.2,3. Before-- 
before--- before--- before ,, that is, in all haſte, ſpeedily. Heſ.10.12. Jr is 
tire to ſreb, the Lord; ( chat is) it is high time, more then time, the one- 
V time; now if ever, now or never. 
7 leaſt by yore of alluſion to hit in Hag. 2. 4. Tet naw be flirong, 
0 rubbabel, and be ſtrang, O PFoſona, the fon of 7 ofedech the high Priel. 
and be firong all ye ptople of the Land, ſaith the Lord, and work, for I 
am with yon, faiths 4 Lord of Hoſts, according to cheword that I Cove- 
nanted with you, When pas came out of Egypt, ſo my Spirit remainuh . 


mong you, fear ye nat. So let Magiltracy, Miley and rl be ſtrengih- 
t Gods Spi- 


ned, and encouraged to this Work, believing and hoping cha 
rit remainerh among us, according to the Covenant which C made wich 
his people, when he brought them forth firſt into. this Wildernef, 
Now we mu! fet to the Work, 
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hath b-en one great cauſe of qur- ſrctian, an d will be a total obſtru 


ction unto Reformation, if it continue; we muſt unite our hearts, our 


hands, our ſtrength. O if ever we would unite, let it be in, and unto the 
Work of Reformation. 2. Het 
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